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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS | determined to move resolutions, 
aT A MEETING or THE FreEE-} which he would put fairly ; and 
MEN OF CoVENTRY, HELD AT| he trusted they would hear any 
THE Eacue Tavern, City | gentleman who might wish to 
Roap, June THe 9ru, 1818. | speak, with the utmost linpar- 

wre owe tiality; for, if they did not, they 

A very numerous Meeting was | would decide in the dark, and he 
held on Tuesday evening, accord- | hoped that they would not follow 
ing to notice, at the Eagle Ta- | the bad practice now adopted at 
vern, late Shepherd and Shep- | public meetings, where a man was 
herdess, City Road, of the Free- | put down by noise and elamour it 
men of Coventry, to consider of | he spoke the truth (applause). 
the best means to ensure the Elec- | He felt happy in their applauding 
tion of Mr. Conzert for that City. i that sentence, a& it showéd they 





Mr. Viunv, being called to the | would act as men ought to act. 


Chair, said, that, in consequence | (/ear). As they had placed him™ 


of an invitation, he had attended | inthechair, he requested theirsup- 


this meeting, as he should always 
be proud to do when called upon. 
(Applause). Their call upon him 


was most flattering, as it seemed 


they were determined to act as 


men, and to be biassed by no 
party. This meeting had been 
called together by advertisement, 
in which it was stated, he would 
take the chair; it styled him the 
Friend of Mr. Cobbett, and he 
gloried in the name, for he had 
known Mr. Cobbett 15 years as 
the friend of liberty (hear) ; and 
he had no hesitation in saying, 
that Mr. Cobbett had enlightened 
men’s minds on the subject of 
politics more than any other man 
(hear). He understood it was 





Printed by W, Jackson, UI, 


| port (** yes, yes”). When peti- 


tioning for reform, the people had 


! been told that they were virtually 


represented, but the people had 
found that they were zot-(in that 
sense of the word) virtually taxed 
(alangh). The time was about 
to arrive which would put them in 
possession of the right of voting 
for their Representatives, ‘and 





they must account to the nation 
for the exercise of this right, be- 
cause they had had one three- hun- 
dredth part in the enactment of 
laws, or the suspension of them. 
He would take the liberty to read 
an extract of a letter he had re- 
ceived from a gentleman in. Co- 





ee 


ventry, but he did not intend to 
* 


Newcostle-street, Strand. 








(/ 


i l 














669] MEETING OF THE FREEMEN OF COVENTRY. : [970 


announce the name of that gen- 


resolution, which was seconded 


tleman, as it was written in pri- by several gentlemen at the same 


vate friendship (cries of “read, 


read.’’) He thenread an extract. 

A Relation of Mr. Butter- 
wortn then moved, that the 
author's name should be given 
up, as the letter was a libel upon 
the city of Coventry (loud cries tl 
*< no, no, no’’). 

Mr. Hunt cai he had stated 
that the name would not be given 
up before he read the letter (“‘ you 
did, you did’). 

Mr. Dyatt moved, that the 
extract read from the letter should 
be printed as one of their resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Rosert Hutcuens rose 


to second the motion, as every 


thing contained in the letter was 
strictly true. He had voted for 
Mr. Butterworth, because he (Mr. 
B.) had promised to belong to no 
party; he had not voted for Mr. 
Moore, because he (Mr. M.) had 
not seconded Sir F’. Burdett (ap- 
plause). 

Mr. Hunt then put the resolu- 





fime, and, on being put, was car- 
ried without dissent. 

Mr. Bayant then appeared on 
the table, and said that he was 
not a freeman of Coventry, but he 

safriend of Mr. Cobbett’s; and 
as ears was no one to put intoex- 
ecution Mr. Cobbeit’s views, as 
manifested in his letters to them, 
he had come forward on the pre- 
sent occasion to facilitate the elec- 
tion of that gentleman. (Ap- 
plause.) | Just at this time there 
was some confusion, arising from 
the Landlord not admitting seve- 
ral persons, because he said, 
we understood, that the room was 
likely to break down; this occa- 
sioned considerable laughter, and 
after a little time Mr. Bryant 
proceeded. |—He said, that Coven- 
try in its present state was unre- 
presented, because one member 
voted for, and the other against 
ameasure. Mr. Butterworth had 
voted for the Suspension Act, and 
if he had not voted for the Corn 


tion, which was carried unani- | Bill he-had not opposed it, for he 


wously. 
Mr. Dy aux said, he had a reso- 


lution which he should read to 
them; it was drawn up according 
to his feelings, and they would 
either pass orcondemn it; he then | 
read it, and moved that this be 


one of the resolutions of this 


Meeting. 

It was seconded fiom the com- 
pany, and, on being put, was car- 
ried nem. con.) * 

Mr. Dyauu then read another 








| staid away; but he had voted for 


the Income Tax, and the Indem- 
nity Bill, which had shut the 
doors of Justice against the op- 
| pressed ( applause, ). He then 
read an extract from one of Mr. 
Cobbett’s Rewisters concerning the 
conduct of Mr. Retterwasth. —— 
That the People had no Represen- 
tativesin Parliament was shewn 
the other evening, when the mo- 
ver and seconder were the only 
persons ‘in favour of a motion that 
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involved the dearest rights of the 
People (applause). He consider- 
ed that Mr. Cobbett was the most 
proper man they could choose, 


because he boldly avowed his | 


princrples. 
There was one thing which he 
had almost forgot, and that was, 


that infamous measure the Appren- | 


tice Bill was supported by Mr. 


Butterworth; he then alluded to! 


the advertisement of Mr. Butter- 
worth, and proved that he had not | 
done what he professed. He-then 
moveda resolution, which was put 
and carried unanimously. 

Mr. Dyaut said, he had ano- 
ther resolution concerning the ab- 
sence of Mr. Cobbett, which he, 
should move theyadopt. The re- 
solution was seconded; and on 
Mr. Hunt rising to put it, 

A Gentleman said, he thought | 
the arrival of Mr. Cobbett impos- | 
sible, and he hoped the same mis- 


take would not be committed as in | 


the case of Mr. Marriott. 

Mr. Bryant declared in the 
event of Mr. Cobbett’s non-arri- 
val, he would stand for him.— 
( Cheers. ) 

Mr. Dyaun moved that the 
sense of the meeting should be 


taken as to whether the offer of 


Mr. Bryant would be accepted. 
‘Phis was seconded, and on being 
pat, it was carried unanimously, 

fi was then resolved that sub- 
s¢riptions be entered into, to defray 
the expences of Mr. Cobbett’s 
ifection. 

The names of five gentlemen 


were then put down, as being 
ready to receive subscriptions for 
| Mr. Cobbett’s election. 
| Mr. Hunt said, a placard had 
| been put into his hand, which con- 
| tained an advertisement of the in- 
| tention of Sir Henry Wright Wil- 
son to put upas a candidate for 
Coventry, and it was his duty to 
| tellthem who this gentleman was ; 
he resided in Hampshire, and had 
| been in the army, but he had not 
| come forward at any public meet- 
‘ing g to oppose the system of cor- 
| ruption, though now he stated his 
| dislike to that system ; but, if the 
gentleman who had handed him 
‘the bill wished to propose Sir 
Henry, he (Mr. H.) begged they 


| ** forward.” ) 

Mr. M‘Rra (the associate of De 
3erenger in the Stock Exchange 
hoax ) said it was far from his ex- 
-pectation to have been called 
upon this night; but, as he had 
been, he must say that he went to 
the above gentleman, who de- 
'clared in the most express terms 
| his disapprobation of the system ; 
_he should therefore propose Sir 
Hi. W. Wilson as a fit person to 
'represent Coventry. ‘This was se- 
 condeds and; on being put, was 
| negatived by about 100 to 2, 
| Thanks were then voted to Mr. 
ayant for his offer to stand the 
| contest for Mr. Cobbett. 

Mr. Bryant said, his services 


| 
| 
| 


were at their command whenever 


|they would favour the public 
cause. He then thanked them tor 
the honour they had done hin. 


ihe 








would listen to him.—(Cries of 
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A vote of thanks was then moved 
to Mr. Hunt, and carried unant- 
nimously. 

Mr. Hunt, in returning thanks, 
said, he was proud of the honour 
of presiding when called to that 
station by his fellow countrymen. | 
Hie never had and never would re- 
fuse to serye them ; the Spa Fields 
ineetings had done much good. 


{» the first place they had kindled 





ihe spark of Reform; and, se-| 
coudly, they had been the cause | 
of the Prince Regent ordering 
5000/7. to be paid to the Soup 
Committee (a laugh). We then 
alluded to the treatment of the 
prisoners under the Suspension 


Act, and the Trials at Derby. He 


and had witnessed how they were 
conducted; and he-had beheld 
men convicted of High ‘Treason, 
who had only been guilty of a 
paltry riot; and so convinced was 
the Prince Regent of this (as he 
had been informed) that the Prince 
sent a reprieve to Whitehall which 
could not be put in force, because 
Lord Sidmouth (puss, as Mr. Cob- 
bett had called him) was at Clare- 
mont (shame). He begged them 
to accept his sincere thanks for 
the honour they had done him and 
his wishes for their success. 

The meeting then separated. 

The following is an Extract of a 
Letter from Coveritry, read by Mr. 
liunt, at the aforementioned meet- 
ing _— 

“*] have now before me the poll- 
** book, taken in March 1303. The 





** gross number polled was 2,440—the 





*¢ ten wards of the City contain 1,686 
‘© —London, 377—Country, 356— 
“ Army, 21. The right to vote con- 
<6 sists in all those who have served seven 
‘‘ years’ apprenticeship to one and 
*¢ the same trade-—they, of course, are 
‘those which Corruption calls the 
** lower classes ; this may bea feature 


“¢ in Mr, Cobbett’s favour, but the prin- 
. 


- 


ciple obstacle is, tle out-voters, 754, 
** who must be feiched, well fed, well 
*¢ paid, and, in some instances, clothed 
‘at some one’s expense, and it ge- 
** nerally happens, that those who wil! 
“* do this have their suffrages. 


‘¢'The Corporation are a body of 
¢eEESH HERES With plenty of. the 
‘usual motives to assist the present 
“system of things; added to which, 
‘an innumerable and very valuable 
“ bulk of charitics and other eadow- 
“¢ ments uncontrouled in their hands, 
“which aré openly applied to elec- 
*¢ tioneering purposes. 


‘¢ The Aristocrats, a higher race of 
“¢ men than the Corporation (the Cor- 
“ poration, individually, being the 
“ veriest ****) cempose a body 
“‘ called the Drapers’ Company (being 
‘¢an ancient place there are many of 
‘¢ these whimsical bodies) these men 
“¢ have rarely votes, but have extensive 
*¢ influence, which, with their purses, 
‘* Texpect would be materially against 
*“¢ Mr. Cobbett. I have thus given you 
‘as concisely as I can, a view of 
** the voters, and the influence which 
will be. brought to bear against him. 
Something may also be said of the 
two members. Butterworth is a 
*¢ native—has brothers of property i 
‘* the place---one of them was in the 
** Corperation----he himself is con- 
** sidered very rich, and subscribes to 
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'** to please all men than he--.if sol- 
* diers, natives of Coventry, are to be 
“ flogged, he is sent to get them off, or 


—  influence--though hehasno money-- | 
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* all the charities, clubs, and friendly | 2. That it is necessary for the eal- 
‘+ societies, which are numerous. | vationof the British empire, that those 
. And like Satan of old, he or some | persons only should be returned mem. 
of his imps are always going about} bers, that will speak the voice of the 


© 


° 
- 





* seeking whom they may devour, | people, and act accordingly. That, 


P . ! ° 

‘* Peter Moore is very much re- | as we are under no corrupt influence, 
* snected---10 man has ever done more , we are determined to give our suffrages 
to no others but gentlemen of the 


a 


above description. 


3. That William Cobbett, Esq. the 
‘to mi igate the punisiment. Ifany | great and enlightened defender of the 
‘one gets an information laid against 


— 


liberties of the people of Great Britain 
“him, for defrauding the revenue, off | and Ireland, is a fit and proper person 
“y they send Peter to step between, and ' to represent the City of Coventry in 
‘“away he govs and dovs it always! {pe ensuing parliament. 


‘ cheerfully, and sometimes success- | - eid , . 
pag one eh, wate ~ | 4 That William Cobbett, Esq, be 

‘fully. Thus, while half the boobies ° , me: | 
1 ny Old put in nomination at the next election 
—7 oasting about the fame of Old), ; ' 
ie : ' ‘" ‘rind ; ; ) | fur Coventry, and that William Bryant, 
‘* Peter and their independence, they | yp é. 1 
| r? Y | Esq. be requestéd to attend thé Poll, 


‘* are partly endeavouring to get him! . 
| y ? 5 | to take the votes for Mr. Cobbett. 


‘corrupted. Thus Moore has his pana aa - 
| §. That asubscription, in addition to 


; : ithe one now in hand, be made for the 
‘but he would coalesce with the} , 
; purpose of defraying the legal ex- 
‘* other, or receive support from the | : i aleciel if 

. . yenses Of such clection, and for con- 
* Whigs, who [ believe support him | reg Ys 
is: ‘v . | veying the voters to Coventry. Uhat 
‘now. At the hast public meeting | - Pa : : 
: | subscriptions be received by Mr. Car- 

** there was in Coventry, when they | 2 ; oie 
‘© petitioned for Reform, P. Moore | lisle, 183, Fleet Street ; Mr. Baldwin, 
‘* made an objection to presenting the , 126, Goswell Street; Mr. Cooke, 
** Petition with universal suifrage and | 12, Little Saffron [fill ; Mr. Martin, 
” annual parliaments ; but 4 a re- 63. Old Street; Mr. Dolby, 34. War- 
* celving a peremptory rep Ie aCe | ‘ uy 
“a Mi hn } arte ees _ dour Street, Soho; Mr. Fulham, 24, 

Ss . ; 

, . (Mitchell S St. Luke’s; Mr. 

At a Meeting of the Freemen of | Mitchell vate vt and Oa 
Coventry, resident in London, held | Choyce, 1, Market Street, Clericen- 
at the Eagle Tavern, City Road, } well; Mr. Sumner, 20, Little Saffron 
Hexry Huy, Esq. in the Chair, | Hill; Mr. Wilson, 102, Old Streets 
at wes a eee Resolved, i Mr. Cahuac, Bookseller, Blackman 
t. That the Freemen of the above 
City, thaving experienced and sup- 
ported an expensive and destructive 
war, and a system of unparalleled 
taxation, they, on the return of peace, | due, and are hereby givento WitiiAM 
expected some alleviation from their | Bayanr, Esq. for the handsome man- 
barthens; and that Reform in the 
Commons House of Parliament, _pe- 
titions for which have flowed from all | 


' Street, Borough; and at the Bar of 
the Eagle Tavern. 
G. That the thanks of the Meeting are 


ner in which he. has offered to repre- 
sent Mr. Cobbett at the Poll at Co- 





parts of the kingdom in vain. | ventry, 
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7. That the Thavks of this Meeting 
are due, and are her by given to 
Henry Hunt, Fs7. for his able and 
iwpartial Conduct in presiding over 
this Meeting. | 


(a An Elector of Coventry rose) 
and proposed a Sir Ifenry Wright: 
Wilson, which was negatived (nearly | 


uuanimously,) two bands only being 
seen in favour of him. 


tO THE WORTHY AND INDEPENDENT 


ELECTORS OF WESTMINSTER. 


Genttemen—The mask is removed, 
and the plaus of the Secret Junto, who 
have so long presumed to dictate the 
choice of your Representatives to this 
free and public-spirited City, are de- 
veloped to their fallest extent. After 
having been twice unanimously nomi- 
nated, as a fit and proper Person to 
represent you in the ensuing Parlia- 
ment, at Meetings regularly convened 
by Public Advertisemeat, the pre/end- 


cd friends to freedom, finding them- | {- 
° » fading i Votre by Banror, 1 rest with per- 


selves beaten out of the field, retired 
into a cormer, and, disagreeing ce 
themselves, haveseparated into parti 

cach claiming the superior right ol 
nominating their favourite Candidate. 
Aud this they have the modest assur- 


ance to hold forth as ** Resolutions of 
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my friends, who were donieda fair and 
impartial. hearing; . and_ that, too, 


chiefly by a party who hypocrit: ‘cally 


pretend to te TIriends to Oniversa! 


Liberty, and advocates of free discus. 
sion! dknow them alt, and will expose 
their duplicity on the Hustiags of 
Covent Garden. We are not thus to 
be putdown by senseless clamours, and 
scurrilous abuse. The infamous cow- 
bination that has becn lony cored 
against me, to blast my character, anc 
injure me in your estimation, thanks 
to your gencrous spirii and discern. 
meat, has been completely met an. 
subdued. Like cowards, wy enemi: 

shrink into heles and coruers, aud 
there, with the aid of a partial and cor- 
rupt Press, they mutilate and m-srepre- 
sent those manly-arguments ft). y have 
neither the courage nor ability to re- 
fute. Gentlemen, my cause is in your 
hands, and therefore perfectly safe. 

Whatever you may think of my policy, 


(or wo Idly prudence, you know me 
' open, determined, and sincere. Upon 


a 


| 


>| 
| 
| 


the Electors of Westminster at the) 


Crown and Anchor.’ But the charm 


is diss ived, and neither the People of | 
Westininster, nor any other part of the | 
Kingaom, will any longer submit to be 
contronled in the free exercise of their | 
judgments, and rendered the positive 
man’s caprice or. 
The charge is false, and | 
you who were present Know it to be. 
so, that ‘+ the diemult and interruption | 


mmostruments of any 
aynbition. 


which tuek place was occasioned by Mr. 
dfzat and his followers.”, It was en- 
iirely produced by the illiberal and 


| 


| St mith-Stécet, 


——— 2 =~ - 


| 
| 
‘ 


the impregnable rock of your support, 
and the strength of those grea: consti- 
tutional principles Annuarn Pansia- 
MENTS, UNivensaL Surrrace, anil 


fect confidence of final and complete 
success. 
[ remain, Gentlemen, 


Your faithful and devoted Servant, 


HENRY HUNT. 
June 6, 1818. 





N.B. Subscriptions in Support o! 
Mr. Hone’s Election, are received by 
‘the following Pious :_-Mr. Doxey. 
3.4, Wardonr-Street, Soho: Ms. Can- 
LisLr, {S$3, Fleet-Street ; Mr. Hurme, 
11, Bow-street, Bloomsbury ; Mr. 


'J. G. Jones, Union.Sireet, Somer’s 


Town; Mr. Siiexwin, 6, Lower 
Northampton tt 
Mr. BRT, btnied Draper, Little 
Russell. Street, Covent Gavauit’ Mr: 
Gines, 5,and Mr. Voesr, 54, Wyci- 


Street, Drury Lave; where any Com- 


: is ony will be thankfully recci’ - 
disgraceful opposition made to me and , ed, —Al] Letters must be post paid. 


fanaa 8632~—C 
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On THE CORRUPTION OF THE 
Enauisn Press. 


Although the power which the 
Knglish government derives from 
the creative industry of the most 
Jaboriousand persevering andstur- 
dy race of men that ever lived, 
would be immense, even if only 


fair means were used in the ac-| 


quirement of that power; yet, it 
would have been impossible for 
that governmentto have done what 
it has done, unless it had been able 
(o corrupt and persecute the press ; 


because, if Zrudk had had her fair | 
chance, the people would long ago | 


have seen, that instead of their 
sacrifices tending to the aggran- 
dizement of theircountry, they re- 
ally tended, as they. now, have be- 
gun to perceive, to its ultimate 
feebhleness, and, perhaps, temporary 
fall. There have been men, and 
a great many men, who have all 
along, for the last twenty-five 
years, clearly perceived, and have 
been anxious to prove to the peo- 
ple, thisimportanttruth. But, by 
the means that lam now about to 
speak of, their voices have been 
drowned, or silenced. 

These means naturally divide 
themselves into two branches: 
the means by Corruption; and the 
means by Persecution. The first | 


From the works in quarto, at the 
price of several pounds, down to 
ballads and childrens’ books, at 
the price of a halfpenny each, the 
| authors and venders come under 
the notice, and feel the influence, 
more or less direct, of the all-pow- 
erful hand of the Treasury, the 
members of whose bench are con- 
tinually boasting of the freedom 
of the press being the birthright of 
Englishmen. Thisisa fact notori- 
ous amongst literary men in Lon- 
;don. It is the subject of every 
_day’s conversation, and not unfre- 





quently a topic of mirth amongst 
those who participate in these wa- 
‘ges of infamy. Tostateall the par- 
|ticular instances that have come 
within my own knowledge would 
require a moderate-sized volume : 
'I will, therefore, confine myself 
‘to a few, and, indeed, much fewer 
than I should, were E not, at this 
moment, at a distance from my 
| books, and from the pension and 
| sinecure Lists, in which the names 
of many of the present and Jate 
hack writers are inscribed. 

The people in America, follow- 
ing the apparent opinions of some 
of their newspapers and maga- 
zines, seem to read what they. find 
in English books and periodical 

ublications, as matter flowing 
‘from the author’s mind. I perceive, 





has been the shield, the other the | from reading a work, called the 
sword; and thus has a war been | Analectic Magazine, published i ina 
carried on against truth, such, as | very neat and correct manner by a 
i am fully cmitned, the world | Mr. Tuomas, at Philadelphia, 
never before witnessed. | that the editor appears to look 


As an object of corruption, | wpon our Reviews, extracts from 
nothing is too high, or too Jow.) which form no inconsiderable part 
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of his work, as being conducted 
by Gentlemen, who write for the 
sake of truth and_ literature. 
This part, at least, of the people 


of America, are insensibly led to | 
think through our medium. I do}: 


not say that this is to be wholly 
avoided, or, that there is, in all 
cases, mischief in it. There are 
some subjects, though not very 
many, wholly unconnected with 
Politics; and onsuch subjects the 
fruits of English research or in- 
vention may be, and doubtless are, 
beneficial to the American mind. | 
But, if in any degree, this is to be 
made a medium for conveying 
thoughts to America, it is right | 
that the people, as far, at least, as 
relates to politics, or works con- 
taining matters at all connected 
with politics, should know pretty 
well what sort of a medium thisis. 
[ shall, begin with some of the 
principal Reviews and Magazines, | 
leaving the rabble of publications 
of this description unnoticed, 
The Quarterty Review, 
which, 1 see, isa work in much 
vogue with the seiectors in Ame- 
rica, shall stand first upon the list, 
though it is of comparatively re- 
cent establisliment. To obta‘n 
and secure reverence from the 
gross of mankind, one way is, to 
keep.out of their sight, an art, by 
the bye, practised by some of the 
Royal Family with uncommon 
success ; it being,asall foreigners 
observe, far more difficult to ob- 
tain a, sight of them than of all 
the sovereigns of Europe; and 
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starting from London, would see 
the Emperor Alexander at Peters- 


don would be able to see the 
Prince Regent. 

The grand Lamma owes all his 
fame, and all the devotion paid to 
him, to the single circumstance 
of his never being seen; and 
priests (I mean cheating priests) 
of all ages have owed no small 
part of their success to the keep- 
ing of their relics, and other sa- 
cred wares, hidden from the eyes 
of the vulgar. ‘Thus the authors 
of Reviews, by keeping their real 
namesa secret from the public; by 
making use of the word WE, and 
by' talking iu a style indicative of 
great self-contidence and great 
independence, would leave none te 
suspect them of being any thing 
shert of gentlemen of character 
and fortune, having, from their na- 
tural high place in society, a@ right 
totake upon them the species ofcen- 
sorship exercised in their works. 
Hence their opiuions, not only of 
books, but of men and measures, 
are looked up to with reverence ; 
or, at least, with some degree of 
respect, it being almost impossi- 
ble to believe, that such ‘aen 
would wilfully torture a meaning, 
or mis-state a fact. 
public could see them as they re- 
ally are, a set of mean-spirited, 
dependent creatures,’ eating their 
daily bread out of the hands of a 
clerk ‘of the Treasury, almost 
as completely, and with’ a vast 
deal more servility, than a spaniel 





bets have been offered, that a man, 


eats the bits out of the hand of his 


burgh sooner than one left in Lon- 
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master ; if they could see in these | Earl having a vote or two in the 


Judges of literary works a nest of 
needy men, writing for so much a 
page, and, sometimes, paid in 
advance by the editor, who aets 
under the Treasury, as an over- 
looker of labourers under the em- 
ployer : if the public could see 
thei in this light, their pompous 
WE would not stand them in much 
stead. Let those, therefore, who 
have been accustomed’ to look 
with such profound respect to the 
‘* Gentlemen” of the Quarterly 
Review, attend alittle to the fol- 
lowing statement. This Review 
was set up by the government in 
opposition to the Kdinburgh Re- 
view, which is devoted to the 
‘* Opposition,” and, for the rea- 
sons that | shall have to state by 
and bye. § have seen it asserted, 
in an Am-rican Pamphlet, enti- 
tled © The United States and Ene- 
land, &c.”’ published some tine 
ago, that Southey, the Poet Lau- 
reat, is the editor, or overseer, of 
this work. ‘This isa mistake, Mr. 
Southey being only one of the 
prinetpal labourers, .or journey- 
men, who, though he may write 
the review of his own works with- 
out payment, writes reviews of 
other works at about four pounds 
a sheet, or five shillings a page, 
that being the usual! price, except 
forreviewsof Mathematical works, 
for which double the price is given. 
It is Milliam Gifford, who is the 
editor, or overseer of this Review 
And, now we will see who this 
independent gentleman is.He is the 
son of a shoemaker at Ashburton 
in Devonshire; was brought up 
and put to school by a Clergyman, 
named Cookson; became travel- 
ling tutor to Lord Belgrave, now 
Lord Grosvenor; was a depend- 
ant in the old Lord Grosvenor’s 
family in 1796, when the Noble 


— 





House of Commons, and his son 
no longer wanting a tutor, a pro- 
vision out of the public purse 
was demanded by the Noble 
Peer for his son’s tuter, though 
that Noble Peer had a_ pri- 
vate fortune of perhaps more 
than a hundred thousand pounds a 
year. At the tine here spoken oj, 
the Anti-Jacobin newspaper was 
about to be established by the 
‘Treasury. Canning, Frere, G. 
Eilis, Lord Grenville, and some- 
times Pitt himself, wrote for this 
paper. Mr. Gifford was the editor 
of this paper, a large share of the 
profits of which he received, while 
all the expenses of the establish- 
ment were actually paid by the 
Treasury ; so that this was nei- 
ther more nor less than being hired 


by the government ; and thus this 


independent gentlemen began his 
public career asa mere dack, and, 
te do him justice, the sequel has 
proved him to have been no change- 
ling, atany rate. The Anti-Jacobin 
newspaper was dropped at the end 
of a little move than a year. Bat 
as it was necessary for WiLL.AM 
Girrorpb, fsq. to continue to 
eat, andas Earl Grosvenor did not 
appear to be disposed that he 
should eat again at his expense, 
the Sguire was made Clerk of ihe 
Forcigen Estreates, a sinecure place 
of more than 300 pounds.a year. 
The old Duke of Rutland had 
some such place ; and, upon one o! 
his friends asking him why he did 
not give up sucha paltry thing, he 
replied, “no, it helps to feed my 
hounds !? This saying ot his Grace, 
which I have from Major Cart- 
wrizht, who knew his Grace well, 
very aptiy designatesthe us which 
the Treasury has made of a sim- 
lar place in the instance of William 


Giftord, a leader in their pacm of 
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literary hounds, a sort of animal 
much more mischievous than the 
hounds 4 the Duke of Rutland. 
But, 300 pounds a year was asum 
too scatty to satisfy a Squire of 


his high degree, and therefore he | 


continued to kick his heels in the: 
antichamber of George Rose, till) 
the latter made him a+Comnuls- 
signer of the Lottery, with a sa- 
lary daring pleasure, of 300 pounds | 
a year. Thus was he enlisted a' 
literary hacl: for life; and, having | 
been called upon to ‘6verlook the 
workmen of the Quarterly Re- 
view, any article that should: be. 
found to contain one single sen- | 
icnce favourable to political, civil, 
or religious liberty, or any ap. | 
pearance of a want of zeal in the) 
cause of this government, would, 
in one mont h, take from him his | 
500 pounds a year, and drive him | 
from the first floor, where he now 
lives, to the shabby second floor 
which he formerly inhabited. 
Now, must it not be mortifying to | 
the last degree to see the Ameri- 
can Réviews and Magazines con- 
veying to the people of that coun- | 
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to beiray’ the cause of truth and 
of liberty, and to be, in fact, a 
subaltern coadjutor of these mer- 
cehary scribes 

The EpinsureGu Review was 
established by men out of place, 
who wanted to get into place. Mr. 
Honner,a Scotch Barrister, was 
the principal Editor at first. This 
work, containing some good prin- 
ciples, at times, was, and always 
‘has been, f& fast friend to aristocra- 
tical institutions. It has always 
opposed a reform in the parlia- 
ment, though itis notorious, that 
' there can be no real freedom where 
there is no representation of the 
people, and though it is equally 
votorious, that the people of this 
kingdom are no whore represented 
in the parliament than are the 
people of Algiers; though it is 
notorious, that seats in the House 
of Commons are an article of 
traffick as much as any commercial! 
though 
it is notorious, that they are sold 
sometimes, and sometimes rented ; 
and rented sometimes for a session, 
and sometimes for the-whole seven 


try the contents of a work thus! years. It is impossible to believe, 
established «and sustained, as if that men who can support buch 
they proceeded from the pens of an abominable traflick as this; 
mdependent and honourable men, | men who can uphold such a sys- 


actuated by a love of truth. 
he the agents of these hirelings | 
and impostors is degrading enough 





To | tem of usurpation of*the people’ S 


rights; such barefaced bribery, 
corruption, and perjury ;' it is im- 


in itself; but, to be the cause ‘of possible to believe that such mei 
enabling these ao 4 men to in- can be friends of either liberty, 


sinuate their principles 


and minds of the numerous and 
fast-increasing population of Ame- 
rica; to republish, in short, the 
publications of these hirclings of 
the Unglish Government, without, 
at least, at the same time, making 
known the real character of the 
authors, and the views of their 
employers, is nothing less than 


.* 








softly and | morality, or true’ religion, not- 
by vlow degrees, into the hearts | 


withstanding those “professions 
which they occasionally put forth. 
The opposition had not the means 
of direct pay ; but, they had pro- 
mises to give to these Scotch Law- 
yers; and, somé of them boroughs, 
into. one of which Mr. Horner 
was conducted with the usual cere- 
mony of a sham election. Pitt’s 
death brought the opposition, into 
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place. The Edinburgh Review | articie to make room for the other 
became the most courtly publica | 'one handed to them. ‘Tits hse 
tion of the day. Unluckily for the | prostitution, however, earned thom 
loyalty of this work, the king eat bath good livines in the church. 
properly speaking, the Borough- | Besides..these, ove of. the. was 
mongers, turned out the patrons made Librarian to a Publie Insti- 
of the Edinburgh Review; but,) tution, ia which capacily he eon- 
not before Mr Horner, who had! nived at a Print-seller’s carry ng 
been very active in his own con- | away agreat many valuabl or snots, 
cerns, had provided for himself aj and selling them. The fact was 
birth aktma thousand pounds a year, discovered ‘by some ge ntiemen who 
which was not to depend on the} bought part of the print- ; aad 
duration of the ministry, aadj the Parson, who, if he edbiashl 
which, therefore, he retained to} hed valuabie secrets in his breast, 
the end of his life.. Sir James | or, at least, had not been a tool 
Mackintosu, who, in 1802, was | of the government, weuld toiallt- 
as poor as Job after. the destruc: bly have been transported for life, 
tion of his flocks and:herds, and | was merely removed from his 
who earned himself a place in| piace, while the Pri .t-seller, who. 
Indiaand a knightship, is now one | doubtless. would not have gone to 
of the writers of this Review. | Botany Bay in silence and unac- 
te is suppose d to have his eye | coompaniedby his Reverend Fri nd, 
upon the Attorney Generalship. was sullered to go untouched. But 
Of such stuff are composed ie | he, Dheweniadiddnatibaheds telvaietl 
motives of this set of critics, Mr | he lost his place, did not lose his 
JuFrFERY being notoriously. upon better place tn the church, where 
the scent for the post of Lord Ad- | he remained the Pastor of a nu- 
vocate, in ease of a change of| merous flock, where he professed 
ministry. There is very ‘Jittle | to be * moved by the Holy Ghos: 
difference between the motives of | ‘© tothe cure of souls;” and where 
this.set and those of the Quarterly | he every Sunday repeated, in an 
Reviewers. . I'he latter work for | audible and authoritative voice, 
present pay. I leave the American | “‘ thow shalt net steal.” What a 
reader to decide between them. | prostitution of the uame of reli- 
THe Britisn Criric has for| gion! What « dishonour to that 
overlookers, or at least had, not | which ought to come in contact 
Jong ago, two clergymen of the! with nothing impure! And yerg 
Church of Eugland, with whose ; (1 am sorry to see it,) the neriodi- 
names I used formerly in Ame- | cal pamphlets in America seem to 
rica to associate the idea of two| serve principally as the channel 
grave, learned, pious, loyal, and | through which to convey the prin- 
high- minded gentlemen. Whata} ciples of such nen into the minds 
stroke did my faith receive when | 0! the American people 
I found thema couple of hirelings| Tus Anti-Jacozin Reviews 
under the Treasury, actually re- | was established soon. after the 
ceiving articles from the ministers | Anti -Jacobin newspaper was 
to insert, actnaliy carrying. one dropped. The Treasury gave a 
review.in particular of a political | sum of money for the outfit. aad 
pamphlet toshow tothe Lord Chan- | Joun Girvorn, whose real name 
cellor, and then suppressing that | was GREEN, Was constituted edi- 
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tor, or ovérlooker, with a pension 
out of the secret service money of 
200 pounds’a year. This ovan had 
been in trouble of some sort five 


or six. vears before, on account of 


which he had gone over to the 
Netherlands, and when he came 
home he changed his name by 

atent. Very ugly stories are 
told as to the cause of this change; 
but, certain it is, that the change 
did take place, and that, too, with- 
out any cause publicly assigned. 
Soon after he became editor of this 
new Review, he was made a police 
justice, or one ofthe head thiefcatch- 
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shirt to their backs. There are 
some of them who stand with their 
hats off; while John Gifford, Esq. 
examines their performances, pre- 
vious to paying them down their 
wages, and thus affording them 
the means of dining the next day. 
When I first read, in America, the 
Ode of Peter Prinpar to the 
Reviewers, in which he represents 
them as dining upon bullock’s 
liver, | thought what I-do not 
now think, that the idea was a 
monstrous exazgeration. 

So much for the corruption of 
Reviewers. And. before we pro- 


ers; and upon this appointment | ceed any further, are we not called 
being known, there were not want- | upon to express our contempt for 
ing wags, even at Whitehall, tore- | the wretches who thus sell them- 


mark, that they supposed, that the 


Ministers had, in their choice of 


thief catchers, been guided by the 
old and well-known max m as to 
the most proper person to be set 
to catch a thief. The place of 
police justice is now raised to 600 
pounds a year; but, it, as well as 
the secret service pension, are 
held merely during the pleasure 


of the Ministry. Of course this 


teview is a mere appendage to 
the Treasury; and, accordingly, 
if acts as one of its instruments 
with much more docility than any 
one of my servants, or even any one 
of my spaniels, obey me. This 
work differs from the former ones 
in this respect, that it is less art- 
fully conducted. 4+ lays foul with 
ruffian-like violence on all that 
it is directed to assail. Hired 
writer as well as hired justice, the 
author goes all lengths, Less 
talent is necessary to the purposes 
of this work, and he, therefore, 
pays his journeymen at the low 
price of a pound a sheet, or a 
quarter of a dollar a page.. Some 
of these men who write for this 
Review can hardly have a second 











selves to the cause of tyranny? 
When men without education; 
men who have had little opportu- 
nity of imbibing exalted senti- 
ments; men whose chief object 
naturally is to provide for their 
bodily wants; when such men 
commit base acts, when they re- 
sort to deliberate deception for 
the sake of gain. we call them cri- 
minal, and the law justly lays its 
hand upon them. What, then, 
are we to think of men such as I 
have been describmg; men who 
sell the use of their talents and 
literary acquirements to notori- 
ously corrupt men in power, and 
who receive out ofthe taxes raised 
on the pant 6 wages for the use 
of their talents in deceiving that 
same people, in clouding their un- 
derstandings, corrupting — their 
jminds, and fashioning them to 
slavery? Ifthe man without edu- 
cation, who commits a fraud, be 
worthy of transportation, impri- 
sonment, or whipping, what do 
these fraudulent writers deserve, 
who really and literally let them- 
selves to hire for the express pur- 
pose of deceiving mankind in ge- 
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neral, and in particular their own 
countrymen, out of the taxes ex- 


‘acted from whom they are paid 


the amount of that hire? 

The two principal Magazines 
are the ‘‘ Gentlemen’s,”’ and the 
‘‘ Monthly,’ the independence of 
which latter, after having cost the 
editor, Sir Richard Phillips, a 
large portion of all he possessed 
in the world, after having brought 
upon him all the weight of Bank 
and Government persecution, has 
still been upheld, the weight of 
talent and of uzeful matter being 
too great to be overcome even by 
such weighty means. This work 
has a wide circulation and numer- 
ous readers; and though it is a 
kind of work for which I myself 
have not much taste, I venture to 
say, that any one who wishes to 
receive an English Magazine, will, 
in this, find a great deal of enter- 
taiment, much really curious and 
useful matter, perfeet impartiality, 
with xo bad principle, andas much 
good as the editor dares to put in 
print, 3 

The Gentneman’s MaGAZIneE 
is principally in the hands of the 
Church, and slavish to the last de- 
gree, It is, however, as stupid as 


it is slavish. It appears, when) 


you look into it without attending 
to dates and name:, to have been 
written in the time of Laud or 
Jeffries. There is little of vio- 
lence init; but, monk-like, when- 
ever it deviates from downright 
dullness, it isonly to discover its 
malignity towards toleration and 
freedom. A great part of its pages 
are filled with an account of deaths, 
which is written in a style to ren- 
der even the king of terrors more 
than ordinarily terrific; yet, the 
work is here true to its principles. 
‘In this list of the exploits of death 


is eulogized to the third heaven, | 





every man, who has at all signa- 
lized himself as an oppressor or 
robber of the people. 1 need not 


say, that the editor is rewarded. 


Ife is one of the government print- 
ers, with a profit, perhaps, of two 
or three thousand pounds a Year, 
which profits he would instantly 
lose if one article in his Magazine 
were hostile to his employers. 
The other Magazines, of which 
there is a rabble too namerous 
even to name, are all more or less 
under a_similar influence. One 
inserts all the articles that the 
Bank wishes to have published ; 
another is devoted to the Admi- 
ralty ; another to the East-India 
Company ; auother to the puritans 
in the Chureh; another to thoce 
out of the Church; another to the 
princes and princesses, and so on; 
there being, I verily believe, not 
qne, which is not under undue in- 
fluence of some sort or other, ex- 


cept that of Sir Richard Phillips, 


| fear of the Church and of the 
| Treasury, the Attorney General 
being always at hand to answer, 
in the most. conelusive manner, 
any thing that Sir Richard may 
incautiously publish to the preju- 
dice of either. of these precious 
establishments. 

To expose, all the particular 
acts of corruption, appertaining 
to the press, is a task not to be 
performed inanarrow space. ‘To 
assert without ‘stating particulars, 
would be unsatisfactory.. For the 
facts, which I state, 1 pledge my- 
self; and, therefore, I will state 
no fact, on this, or on any other 
‘subject, which has not come with- 
in my own knowledge, or which is 
not as notorious in England as the 
burning of the buildingsat Wash- 
ington is ‘notorious in Anieviga. 
To render my statement u-cial 1 
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must be precise and full; and, 
therefore, for the present, I mus’ 
confine myself to much fewer tn- 
atances than I intended when I 
began this article, with a promise. 
however, to return to the subject 
on some future occasion. 


That amours of our great men 


are sometimes pretty handsomely | 


paid for by the people has been 
clearly shown in the history of 
the Duke of York and Mrs. Clark: , 
in.the pensions which we now pay 
to the natural children of the late 


Mr. Fox, and to the daughter of| 


Lord Dunmore. (Lady Augusta 
Murray.) who was married ille- 


CornnupTioNn OF THE EncLisn Press: 


[eos 


sary to do something in order to 
choke off this ferocious enemy of 
C upid. After a long negotiation, 
during which the virtue of Benja- 
field struggled against the wiles 
of the little god, the latter, find- 
ing blandishments to be of no 
avail, levelled at his antagonist 
an annuity of three hundred a year 
for lite, besides the purchase mo- 
ney of the Morning Post, and a 
commission as a Justice of the 
Peace in the county of Suffolk. 
This triple-headed arrow brought 
down the virtue of Benjafield, who 
thus b came a_ country ‘Squire, 
soon married a rich lady, in the 





gallv by the Duke of Sussex, 
which are three’ instances out of 
perhans, hundreds, that might be 
pointed out with time for the task, 
and materials at hand. 

But the case I am going to men- 
tion, is one connected with the 
press. and, therefore, clatming a 
place here. 


‘him, as he thought, 


same county, and got possession 
ofa fine estate. Fortunately for 
but unfortu- 
nately as it finally proved, the 
lady had a relative (also with a 
good estate) who hecame insane. 
and as she was his nearest of kin, 
Benjafield, inher right, put in his 
claim to have the care of this in- 





At the time when the amour be- | sane person, and to manage his 


tween the Prince of Walesand Vrs. | 
fiizherbert was at its height, the 
Morning Post newspaper he 
very frequently, a paragraph a 

the tady’s reputation. That pa- 
per was under the control chiefly 
ofa man named Benjafield. Many 
attempts were made to soften the 
asperity ef this gentleman; but, 
ke being, 
chaise boy, a person of high vir- 


iue, that is to say, of virtue of 


high »rice, he persevered in his 





like Fielding’s post- | 


Chancellor decided: in favour of 


“estate for him. . Phe other rela- 
' tives not relishing this, applied to 
‘the Court of Chancery to set this 

‘claim aside, upon the ground 
| that ienjafield was a_ person 
of frad. virtue ; 

'which they brought forward those 
‘proofs of the victory of Cupid 
above-mentioned... The ..Lord 


| the applicants. But, this deci- 


sion, being contrary to the usual 


_erue! inuendoes. lt became, at custom, e excited curiosity in Sut- 
last, however, absolutely neces- | 


folk; curiosity led_to inquiry : 


s 


in support of 
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the facts became known, and} ous act of making such a man a * 
Justice of the Peace, possessing 


‘ 
; 


some gentlemen of fortune and | 
spirit, Justices of the Peace, re- | 


fused to sit on the same bench | * © 


| G96 


such vast powers as Justices of 
Peace now possess in England; 


| powers extending to fine, to im- 


with Benjafield, who was thus, | 
in some sort, banished;to his es- | 
tate. 
mentioning this occurrence, ap- 
peared in the County L[erald, 
published by a Mr. Whee te. 
Benjafield (it was in 1812) brought 
an action against Mr. Wheble. 
The latter pleaded in justification ; 
he summoned Lord Moita and 
others as witnesses, who proved 
the truth of all the facts; and 
having employed a spirited young 
barrister whose name was Hott, 
and the 
a drub- 
ing, that the jury, which was 


he gave Benjafield, 
whole crew such 
composed of London Merchants, 
and not of the hired special men 
of Middlesex, gave a verdict for 
the defendant, in spite of a posi- 
tive charge of the Judge to find 


for the plaintiff. 
» 


_. But, what is the result? The 
annuity was to be paid by the 
Prince; and, as the parliament 
voted the payment of his debis out 
of the public money, this annuity, 
being one of those debts, actually 
continues to be paid by the people 
to this day. This, however, bad 


A very short paragraph, | 
havea proof in the refusal to sit 


a 





as it is, falls short of the outrage- 


| prison, and even to transport. 


There are stil! some Gentlemen 
left in this station, of which we 


with Benjafield; but, [leave the 
reader to judge of the profligacy, 
the insolence, the contempt of all 
moral considerations and of pub- 
lic opinion, at which the govern- 
ment must be arrived before it 
could think of delegating such ex- 
tensive powers over the property 
and persons of the people to such 
a man as Benjalield. 

As a sort of companion merece. to 
Benjafield, I will take the Reverend 
Bate Dudiey. This gentleman started 
in public life as the editor of & paper, 
called The World. He wrote seandal- 
ous articles against Lady S/rathmore, 
who had refuStd the addresses of a Mr. 
‘Bowes. Bowes challenged the Rever- 
end Editor to fight a duel, which the 
latter accepted. They fought. For- 
tunately no lives were lost, and Bowes 
got Lady Strathmore, or, rather, her 
fortune, as the price of his gallantry 
in defence of her reputation. © The 
villain, unable to strip the lady of her 
last guinea, used her ina very brutal! 
manner, for which he was imprisoned 
for want of bail, and in prison 
ended his infamous life. 
rend Gentleman continued with great 


success hig trade in paragraphs; and 


The Rere- 


eed 





bs a ES 


597 | 
desirous, apparently, of redeeming in 
some degree, the pledge he had so- 
lemnly given at his ordination, when 
hedeclared that he ** felt himsclf called 
““ by the Holy Ghost to enter on the 
‘* cure of souls,” he purchased a living 
in the County of Essex, where, in 
consequence of the loyalty of his paper, 
then become the Morning Herald, 
the government made him a Justice of 
the Peace. Thus busily employed in 
taking care both of souls and bodies 
in Essex, and in inculsating loyalty in 
London, what was his surprise to find 
that the Bishop of London had dis. 
covered the purchase of his living to 
have been a simoniaca! contract. 
Ife was compelled, for the life of 
the .next possessor, the 
living, he bishop, Porteus, being inex- 
orable, andthe Duke of Y ork wanting 
the living for his chaplain, Gamble. 
The Reverend Rector, thus _ rob- 
bed of his living (for fact 
it was a robbery under the pretext 


to give up 


in 


when it would revert fo him or his 
heirs, set to work-to seek a compen- 
cation. He first obtained a goad liv-. 
ing in Ireland ; but having taken in his 
newspaper, a decided part against the 
| Princess of Wales, in the last grand 
dispute; having blackened her and 
defended her husband through thick 
and thin, he became a visitor at Carl- 
con House 3 was made an Archdeacon 


in Ireland, (poor, insnited Ireland !) 
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and a Baronet of the United King. 
dom ; anc, just, atthis time, Gamble 
died, thereby surrendering to him pos- 
session of his rich living at Bradwell 
in Essex. Thus is this notorious 
priest, this reverend duellist, this 
partisan of the bagest injustice and 
cruelty, become, solely | through 
the means of a newspaper, devoted 
without any reserve to the government, 
the possessor of two livings, a Digni- 
tary in the Church of England, « 
Justice of the Peace, and a Baronet, 
the last being a hereditary title, and, 
of course, to descend to his heirs, 


Now, without going into more par- 
ticulars at present, is it possible for any 
just man to say, that these facts ouglit 
not to be known to the world? 
Will any Englishman, who'shall read 
this, say, iat it ought mot to. be 
made public? And willany man, with 
pretensions to common Sense, profess 
to believe, that a press ‘thus, sustained, 
thus influeaced, thus rewarded, is not 
one of the greatest scOntges that a 


| was inflicted on a nation? Aad yet 
of sanctity) for the life of Gamble, | Pend yet, 


am sorry to see, because.it is a tech 
to America, that there are not want- 
ing writers in thatcountry to join our 
insulting oppressors in censuring and 
calumniating those who fall under 
their grasp, aud who are punished 
without mercy. for endeavouring to 
arrest this torrent of corruption and 


tyranny. Wu. COBBETT. 





Error in No. 21. The line at the 
hottom of column 661 ought to have 
come in between. the two bottom lines 
of the succeeding column. © 
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